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Joomla! 3.x features 

Joomla! 3.x is a whole new exciting world with a lot of cool improvements. You can check out six great 

features in the infographic below. 

For more information about Joomla! 3.x features, you should go to http://www.joomla.org/3/en. 

 

Six great features of Joomla! 3.x 
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Step 1: Get to know Joomla! CMS 

In the past if you needed a website, the only option was to hire a professional web studio to build it and then 

you were fully reliant on them to maintain it. But now, with the rise of free open source software, you can 

easily build a website yourself  by using a Content Management System (CMS). There are several CMSôs 

around, but the most suitable for a small / medium website is Joomla!. 

In this section you will have a brief introduction to Joomla! and what it is made of. 

What is Joomla! CMS? 

 

Joomla! logo 

Joomla! CMS is free web-based software which allows you to create and manage websites. You can control: 

1. Website content like text, photos, videos, etc. 

2. Website appearance by utili zing templates 

3. Website functionalit y by utilizing extensions.  

There are two parts of the system: the front-end (what the public see) and the back-end (what administrators 

see). 
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The front-end 

The front-end is what people see when they visit your website. Normally there are standard items including a 

logo, menu bar, side column and main text packaged up in a cool design. 

 

The website front-end 

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
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Viewing an article in the front-end 

The back-end 

The back-end is the administration area and is where you control your website. Access is provided via a special 

login page and only for users with administrator permission. 

 

The Joomla! back-end 
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Editing an article in the back-end 
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What is Joomla! made of? 

Now, letôs explore the main parts of Joomla! 

Content 

In Joomla!, content consists of articles, categories and media. 

Articles 

Articles are the main building blocks of a Joomla! website. In the front-end you can easily recognize an article 

as a piece of text with/without images, presented in the main content area. 

 

The article ñGetting startedò 

At the back-end, articles are managed using the ñArt icle Managerò which is accessible via the menu 

ñContentò => ñArt icle Managerò. 
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The ñArticle Managerò 

Here, you can create new articles, edit them, choose to publish or unpublish them etc. 

Categories 

Categories help you to organize your articles more conveniently. You can imagine categories as folders 

containing files. For example, a category ñProductsò can contain all articles about your products. Or, a category 

ñAbout Usò can contain articles like ñOur Companyò, ñOur Visionò, ñBoard of Directorò, etc. 

In the back-end, categories are managed using the ñCategory Managerò accessible via the menu ñContentò => 

ñCategory Managerò. 

 

The ñCategory Managerò 

Here, you can create new categories, edit them, choose to publish or unpublish them, etc. 
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Tags 

Tags are keywords or terms assigned to a piece of information. It describes the content of the item. For 

example, you might add tags ñJoomla! templatesò and ñJoomla! extensionsò to the article ñGetting Started 

with Joomla!ò.  

 Items with similar tags will be grouped together so that people can search for them easily. You can also create 

a menu item (or a module) to display tags that you create. 

In the back-end, tags are located in the article editing dashboard. You go to ñContentò => ñArticle Managerò 

then access the individual articles to assign tags.  

 

ñTagò function lets you assign keywords to a particular item or article 

To manage all your tags, you can go to ñComponentò => ñTagsò 

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
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Go to ñComponentsò -> ñTagsò to manage your tags 

Media 

Simply put, media is non-text stuff that you can put into your content. This can be not only images, but also 

videos and other multimedia elements. 

Media is managed using the ñMedia Managerò accessible via the menu ñContentò => ñMedia Managerò. 

 

The ñMedia Managerò 

Here, you can create new media folders, upload files, etc. We will discuss using Media Manager in more detail 

in the chapter ñStep 3: Create content for your Joomla! siteò. 
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Menus 

Menus help website visitors navigate to and access all areas of your website. You can create multiple menus 

and configure them to be shown at different locations such as at the top and/or side column. 

 

Sample Menu 

In the example above, the administrator created a menu ñHomeò with several sub-menu items ñGetting 

Startedò, ñUsing Joomla!ò, etc. 

To control menus, go to the menu manager via ñMenusò => ñMenu Managerò. 

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
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The ñMenu Managerò in the Joomla! administration 

In the menu manager you can create menus and menu items linking to any part of the website you want. When 

the menu is ready you create a menu module to display the menu in the front-end. 

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
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Users 

Joomla! allows your website to have multiple registered users. All users are arranged in user groups, which 

have permission to access certain parts of the website. By default there are several user groups such as 

ñAuthorò, ñEditorò, ñPublisherò, etc. For example: 

¶ Users assigned to ñAdministratorò group can access both back-end and front-end 

¶ Users assigned to ñRegisteredò group can only access the front-end. You can manage users, user groups 

and access levels in the User Manager via the menu ñUsersò. 

 

The menu ñUsersò in the back-end 

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
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Extensions 

Extensions are specially written software to be plugged into Joomla! in order to extend website functionali ty. 

For example, if you want to have a photo slideshow, video gallery or an advanced contact form, then you will 

need to install extensions for those purposes. 

By default Joomla! is shipped with several extensions covering basic needs. If you want more, there are thousands 

of additional Joomla! extensions available from the Joomla! Extension Directory. This is the off icial directory of 

Joomla! extensions maintained by the Joomla! core team. 

 

The Joomla! Extensions Directory 

There are 5 basic types of extensions: components, modules, plug-ins, templates and languages. Each of these 

extensions handles specific functionali ty. 

Letôs take a look! 

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
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http://www.joomlashine.com/blog/entry/joomla-extensions-directory-extend-your-joomla-website.html


ñJoomla! 3.x Made Easyò É JoomlaShine.com 

Twitter http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine | Facebook http://www.facebook.com/joomlashine 

 18 

Components 

A component is the most complex type of extension. It can be seen as an application that performs certain tasks 

and displays specific content on your site. As mentioned before a video gallery is an example of a component. 

It could also be a shopping cart, booking system, forum and more. 

 

The ñNewsfeedsò component at the front-end 

The content produced by a component is displayed in the main content area. In the example above, you can see 

a feed list generated by the component ñNewsfeedsò. All components are located in the section 

ñComponentsò. 
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The ñComponentsò menu in the back-end 

By default, Joomla! is shipped with following components: ñBannersò, ñContactsò, ñMessagingò, 

ñNewsfeedsò, ñRedirectò, ñSearchò, ñSmart Searchò and ñWeblinksò. 

  

http://www.twitter.com/joomlashine
http://www.facebook.com/joomlashine































































































































































































































































